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PREFACE.

Pali is a synonym for the doctrine of Buddhism,
hence the language in which Buddhism was preached
has come to be known by the same term. Zanti
Bhasa is another name, given to the language for
a similar reason. The ancients also termed it the Mula
Bhasa (the first language) as they held it to be the
speech of the world at the beginning of the Kalpa.
It is also called the Magadhi or Magadha,—the
language of the Mugfadhian—as the Buddha belonged
to the country of Magadha. The term Magadha is
also applied to a local dialect, more or less corrupt,
of Prakrit ovigin. Vararuci in his Prakritaprakasa says
that it is derived from Sawraseni, the language of
the country of Surasena, which,according to the same
authority, is in its turn derived from Sanskrit. The
local dialect of Magadhi is therefore nearer toSanskrit
than the Pali Magadhi. Besides their origin, the two
languages also differ materially in their alphabets as
well as in structure.

We are here concerned only with the Pali Magadhi,
the language of Buddhism. Though allied in some
respects to Prakrit and Sanskri t, it has its own grammati-
cal systems propounded by ancient authors, such as (1.)
the Bodhisatta Vyakarana, (2.) the Kaccayana Vya-
karana, (3) the Sabbagunakara Vyakarana, (4) the Mog-
allayana Vyakarana, and (5) the Saddaniti Vyakarana.
%} these the first and the third are not extant now. Of
the remaining three the Kaccayana is held in the highest
esteem by students.

For nearly two thousand years it has been widely used
in the Buddhist countries of Ceylon, Burma, Siam,
and Cambodia. In spite of this fact, no material
differences are found in the Kaccayana as taught
in these countries. It cannot, however, be said that
the book as published in Ceylon and elsewhere is
altogether free from corrupt readings and copyists’
errors. In the present volume an attempt has been made
to eliminate all such errors and place in the hands of
the student a reliable text of this important Grammanr.

Dharmakirti Srl Dharmarama

“. P'
Vidyalankara College

Peliyagoda
.S;c:ﬁfemba-, 1604.
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